
The inspiring story of how one man found his
life’s work—and true love—among a gang

 of wild parrots roosting in one of America’s
most picturesque urban settings.

Wild Parrots
The

of T           elegraph Hill

A Film by Judy Irving
 featuring

Mark Bittner

A Love Story ... 
             with Wings

After hitchhiking through Europe in search of experience, Mark 
Bittner moved to San Francisco determined to sink or swim as a 
poet-singer-songwriter. He sank. Completely bereft, he turned to 
spiritual seeking and ended up on the street where he spent the 
next 14 years. Ultimately his search led him to the wild parrot 
flock, which, in turn, led him back to writing, and his first book.

THE WILD PARROTS OF TELEGRAPH HILL is published in hardcover 
by Harmony Books, a division of Random House, and in paperback 
by Three Rivers Press.
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“No animal lover will be left untouched.”
 —Jami Bernare, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

“An intelligent, beautifully made and sensitive explora-
tion of the deep relationships that can be formed between 
humans and other creatures.”
 —Mick LaSalle, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

“An excellent film. By all means, flock to it!”
 —Phil Hall, FILM THREAT

“One of the most beautiful and endearing nature
films you’ve ever seen.” 
 —Andrew O’Behir, SALON.COM

“Wise and tender in its treatment of relationships—between
birds, between people, and between birds and people.”
 —Jonathan Rosenbaum, CHICAGO READER

“A great, important, and unforgettable movie.”
 —Melissa Levine, SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY

“It is that rare documentary that has romance, comedy, and a
surprise ending that makes you feel like you could fly out of the
theater like a cherry-headed conure.”
 —Bruce Newman, SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

• A thoroughly absorbing portrait of one man’s discipline and com-
mitment -- and, yes, spiritual transformation….Quite simply, a 
beautiful film, in both form and content. You’ll laugh. You’ll cry. And 
your heart is guaranteed to soar.”
 —Ann Hornaday, WASHINGTON POST

“Genuinely sweet, beautifully constructed documentary.”
 —Sura Wood, HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

Two Thumbs UP !

Visit us on the web at wildparrotsfilm.com


